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IT'S TIME
TO VOTE!

Next month we'll publish the autobi-
ographies of those running for election
to the American Cribbage Congress
Board of Directors. This marks the first
year that elections will be bi-annual. In
the past, elections were held annually; in
the odd-numbered year candidates ran
for 13 seats on the BOD and in the even
year, for 12 seats. The costs of printing
and mailing ballots to all members of the
ACC each year caused the BOD to
reevaluate the need for annual elections.
This year all 25 seats are open to any
member of the ACC.

We urge each of you to review the
autobiographies, make your selections
and VOTE! In the past two elections,
approximately 40% of our membership
voted; that is sad. Each of you, with the
exception of new members, knows or is
at least aware of one or more people on
the upcoming list of candidates. Each
person running for the BOD does so with-
out any pay or expense money. It's all
donated time for the good of the game.
Win or lose, these people deserve your
consideration and vote; it's the least you
can do.

A CRIBBAGE WORLD
POLICY REPORT

All letters, cribbage strategy and
" articles that are submitted to CRIB-
JAGE WORLD are printed as they are
received with few, if any, modifications.
They express the point of view of the
person or persons contributing such
material and do not necessarily repre-
sent the position of, nor are they an
endorsement by, the governing body of
the ACC or the staff of CRIBBAGE
WORLD.

We feel everyone's point of view should
have a forum, and any rebuttal will be
given equal representation. All material
is printed with the aim of informing the
membership; you, obviously, have the
choice of accepting, rejecting or taking
issue as you see fit.

G. Gorlewski, D. Munroe, R. Plourde



THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
Joseph P. Wergin

It was amusing to read the report on
page 3 of the April issue regarding high-
est possible scoring hand. The editor
received about 69 letters with all sorts
of answers. The writer was surprised
that a thousand people did not respond to
this challenge. On pages 37 to 40 in the
textbook, How to Win at Cribbage, hands
of 73, 74, 75 and 78 are shown. Of
course, possessors of this book naturally
figured that 90% of the players knew
that 78 was the highest possibility, so
they did not send the answer.

Editor Munroe says that this is enough of
this trivia. He doesn't have time to open
60 or more letters. The writer would
like to secure the mailing address of
Peter Gordon, New York City, who
started this discussion.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Jeff Monroe, Membership Secretary,
states that as of March 31 there were
5,202 members. California leads with
813 and Oregon follows with 751. States
with over 200 members are Wisconsin,
499; Massachusetts, 445; Minnesota, 254;
Florida, 229; and Washington, 201.
There are only 13 members in Canada.

* X *

Associate Editor Bob Plourde asks a
question: "Joe, you and other writers,
along with many veteran players, always
say that the first deal of a game is worth
seven points. We're being inundated with

games) against .
options, summary statstics,
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Play a real game of cribbage (or one of three other cribbage-like
Halscrib with rules you are used to.
on-hine rules,
discards/pegging plays to improve your game po
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letters asking for proof. Now I am
putting the monkey on your back. You
answer that question."

My first reaction was to thank Bob for
the opportunity to show the reasoning
for this statement.

Extensive records of games played =
been kept since the beginning of the 1..n
century. Crib addicts<have reported the
results of 500, 1,000, 5,000, and even as

many as 20,000 contests. The results
tend to vary a little because of the
cribbage skill of the people involved in
the study. As a camputer cannot be used
to determine .averages accurately
because of the varying decisions players
make, the findings of the record-keepers
will have to be accepted.

‘The combined results indicate that the

dealer's hand averages close to B holes,
the crib 4%, and pegging 33, for a total
of 16. At the same time, pone should
average 10 holes with a hand of 74 and

pegging 23.

Pone has the constant problem of trying
to balk the dealer's crib, often forcing
the reduction of points held. To be on
average, pone should score 10 points.

In one round, that is, both players having
a turn at dealing, the two players should
be tied with 26 points; after the second
round, 52; the third round, 78; and 104 as
the B8th hand is completed.

Dozens of
recommended |
up at the touch of
play, and realistic

and
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*As the dealer's hands of 16 are 16+, 5
deals give the first dealer 1 hole for the
fractions involved. Then, too, in this
calculation, the turning of a Jack starter
card must be reckoned with in overall
figures.

Personally, with having the first deal, 1

shoot for 17 holes on the first hand.

“-am then on, 16 dealer points per hand
st be expected.

Pone's strategy on the first deal is ta be
aggressive and to score more than 10
points. Pone should know about the 7-
point handicap and should try to reduce
it on the first deal.

On the other side of the coin, the first
dealer, knowing of his/her 7-point advan-
tage, should try to hold pone to less than
10 points.

When pone says after the first hand, "I
stole your crib," that means your 7-point
advantage has been erased.

Remember, this discussion is based on
average conditions.

The record-keepers have also found out
that it usually takes 9 hands to complete
8 game. Therefore, the starting dealer
has 5 deals and 5 cribs, while the oppo-
nent has 4 deals and 4 cribs.

The following chart shows why there is a
7-point advantage for the first dealer.

AN IDEAL GAME
A GAME OF AVERAGES

Hand Each Hand Running Total
X A B A B
1 16 10 16 10
2 10 16 26 26
3 16 10 42 36
4 10 16 52 52
5 16 10 68 62
6 10 16 78 78
7 16 10 94 88
8 10 16 104 104
9 16 10 120 114

LETTER TO CRIBBAGE WORLD

Here's a record for a "Bad Beat" that
will probably stand for a long time. Vern
Moore scored a "Grand Slam" during his
third Grass Roots tournament and placed
only third in a field of 15 players.

His perfect card of 18 & 9 was below
those of Al Knight's 19 & 9 and David
Comfort's 19 & 8.

The games were played March 4 with the
Union County Grass Roots Cribbage Club
#38 at L_aGrande, Oregon.

Harry Kantas
Statistician
Sherwood, OR

berre's cribd

send for frwe brochurse

specializing in cribbage novelties
designed by cribbage lovers

Bette’s Cribb
Box 170
Carelina R.I
(401)364-7241
after & P M.

02812




MASTER POINT
PARADE

HOW MASTER POINTS ARE EARNED:

TOURNAMENT MUST BE SANCTIONED BY THE AMERICAN CRIBBAGE CON-
GRESS.

Qualifying Round: Top 1/8 earns one-quarter points, i.e., 100 players, top
qualifier earns 25 points, 2nd earns 23, ete.

Main Tournament: Top 1/8 earns full points, i.e., 100 players, champion earns 100
points, 2nd earns 92, 3rd earns 84, ete. 1f 40 or more players, BONUS POINTS are
earned: 1st earns 40 bonus points, 2nd earns 20, 3rd earns 10 and 4th earns 5. In
this example, No. 1 earns 140 points (100 + 40).

Consolation Tournament: Top 1/8 earns one-helf points, i.e., 64 players, 1st earns
32 points, 2nd earns 28 points, 3rd earns 24 points, etc. BONUS POINTS are
earned: 1st earns 20 bonus points, 2nd earns 10 points, 3rd earns 5 points and 4th
earns 3 points. In this example, No. 1 earns 52 points (32 + 20).

TOURNAMENTS ENTERED THIS MONTH

1 ACC OPEN & PALMETTO
2 CAPITAL CITY 7 S0UTH SHORE OPEN
3 FAIRFIELD 8 WARREMN SWETT MEMORIAL
4 NORTHWEST OPEN ? WESTERMN NEW YORK OPEN
S OREGON S5TATE
EASTERN REGION
POINTS
NAME CITyY ST YEAR
1 WEBB, GEORGE AVON MA 897
2 NORRIS, LEE N. KINGSTON R1 812
3 LIZZARRIBAR, LUIS MARTINEZ GA 683
4 VETTERLINE, KEN BAR - MILL ME 682
S PETIT, PAUL PAWTUCKET RI 651
& CHRISTIANSEN, DWIGHT STRATFORD cT 624
7 KING, KENNETH READING MA 37
8 GALVIN, BRENDA SPRINGFIELD MA 505
MOLLOY, HARRY MILFORD MA S05
10 SAMET, LAURENCE WELLESLEY HILLS MA 471
11 FRIETS, NEAL KEENE NH 4863
12 DONOVAN, DAVE ALBANY NY 458
13 PALMER, HARRY W. SPRINGFIELD MA 408
14 FORCZYK, STANLEY FALL RIVER MA 374
15 SCHOFIELD, SUSAN WINDHAM ME 373
16 PROCTOR, DAVID E. LONGMEADOW MA 359
17 CAMBELL , KEN MODOC SC 354
18 GOMBATZ, ROBERT RALEIGH NC 346
19 LAW, EDWIN LONGMEADOW MA 334
20 HORIGAN, TOM LARGO FL 332
21 BICKFORD, GEORGE E. LONGMEADOW MA 324
22 SWEET, EARLE N. SCITUATE R1 315
23 MILLER, ALBERT NASHUA NH 313
24 MARTIN, ARTHUR NORTHBORO MA 300
25 SHEEHAN, FRANK CANTON MA 283
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NOME
KLIORA, TED
KOOISTRA, SCOTT
LADISH, LEE
ROBERTS, EARL
MICHAELIS, BOB

SONDERICKER, WARREN

CLARK, JEFF
MAHAN, JIM
BARRETT, PATRICK
BERNARD, JOE
RAILSBACK, BUZZ
CHOWANEC, WALT
CONNER, DORIS
MOMSEN, PETE
FINGLETON, MARTHA
CAPODAGLI, KEN
KRAFT, LLOYD
SCHWARTZ, CARL
LOCHNER, WILLIAM
TOLL, DUANE
SATHER, RON
DEEDS, BOB

DANIELSKI, VIRGINIA

HAIGHT, THOMAS

CHRISTOFFERSON, BILL

NAME
REYNOLDS, BUTCH
COLVERT, DELYNN
COFFEY, PAT
BECKER, BILL
FORBES, BRUCE
JARRELL, JESSE
STOKES, PLUMAS
SCHIFFMAN, MORRIS
FULLER, IRIS
HANES, RAY
SCHILE, GEORGE
BROWN, DOUG
GOOD, LARRY
KAWIAKA, JOSEPH
MCCALLUM, WALTER
JARRELL , SUNDAE
BROWN, RICHARD
MESSNER, LOUIS
JOHNSON, GIL
FURLER, JOHN
REYNOLDS, STEVE
BROSS, MARY JO
BINGHAM, JESSE
DYER, ROBERTA
CHRISTY, LEON

CENTRAL REGION

CITy
WAUKEGAN
YANKTON
MILWAUKEE
SUPERICOR
MARINETTE

GREENFIELD
ANT I0CH

ROBBINSDALE
WISCONSIN RAPIDS
LIBERTYVILLE
SYRACUSE
MILWAUKEE
MILWAUKEE
MILWAUKEE
MILWAUKEE
BENSENVILLE
SEYMOUR
GREENFIELD
WAUSAU
MILWAUKEE
NORTHF IELD
ELGIN
APPLETON

ANN ARBOR
DEFOREST

WESTERN REGION

CITY
SANTA MARIA
MISSOULA
CONCORD HILL
BEND
PARADISE
PITTSBURG
QUINCY
PORTLAND
AURORA
WALLA WALLA
TACOMA
PASCO
SEASIDE
SAN LORENZO
YOUNTVILLE
PITTSBURG
IONE
SAN PEDRO
SPOKANE
PORTLAND
CONCORD
DENVER
BOUSE
BEND
RICHLAND
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ST
L
SD
Wi
WI
WI
Wi
IL
MN

L
NE
WI
Wi
WI
Wi
L
WI
1A
Wi
Wi
MN
It
WI
M1

ST

MT
cA
OR
cA
cA
cA
OR
co
WA
WA
WA
cA
caA
cA
ca
ca
cA
WA
OR
cA
Co
Az
OR
WA

POINTS
YEAR

1059
944
942
209
822
843
543
522
621
618
598
589
589
580
570
566
538
534
513
383
480
37g
447

435

POINTS
YEAR
951
42
842
696
685
678
658
638
601
597
571
567
559
554
552
534
514
504
492
4390
488
4846
4464
454
447



CRIBBAGE ETHICS

Dan Barlow

Cribbage is often referred to as a "gen-
tieman's" game. If the ACC is to have
any credence as an upstanding organiza-
tion, players must not only abide by the
rules of the game and the rules of eti-
quette, but also by a strict code of
ethics. To find out if you measure up to
the ethical standards the ACC requires
of its players, take the following test:

1. It's the last game of the qualifying

round. Wtih 19 straight victories,
you've clinched your spot in the
finals. Your opponent, Donald

Trump, probably needs one more vic-
tory to qualify. Hungry for cribbage
fame, Donald offers you $1 million to
et him skunk you. Do you accept?

a. No way! That would close out a
more deserving player.

b. Are you kidding? First prize is a
lousy 280 bucks. Do I look stupid?

2. You and your opponent are 12 holes
from 4th Street in the final game of
your match, when you deal yourself
2-3-5-5-5-5. As you're about to toss
2-3 into your crib, you glance down
and notice a card from your deck
lying on the floor. What do you do?

a. Stop the game and declare a mis-
deal.

b. Play out the hand and after scor-
ing your crib, accidentally drop
your cards on the floor and slip
the missing card back in.

3. Same question, but this time you're
holding 2-4-6-8-10-K,

a. Play out the hand first.
b. Stop the game immediately.

4. Your opponent needs 6 holes, you
need 30. You deal: He suddenly
becomes nauseated and runs for the
rest room. What's your strategy?

a. Wait patiently and accept defeat
graciously.

b. Replace his cards with 2-4-6-8-
10-K and give yourself the four 5s
while he's gone.

5. Game 7, tournament finals, no spec-
tators. Your opponent has just
placed his peg in the game hole,
winning $3,000 and leaving you with a
paltry $1,450, when he suddenly
clutches his chest and collapses.
What do you do?

a. Summon a doctor immediately.

b. Move his pegs back, place y
peg in the game hole, and summon
a doctor immediately.

6. You need one more win to qualify for
the next day's finals. Your opponent
hasn't won a game yet. She deals you
5-5-7-8-9-9 and places the deck on
the cribbage board. As you're trying
to decide whether to give her a pair
of 5s, she tosses two cards onto
YOUR side of the board. Are you
thinking what I think you're thinking?

a. Certainly not.

b. Er, ah, gee, I've completely for-
gotten whose crib it is, but my
opponent seems to know.

Scoring

Give yourself one point for each "a" and
zero points for each "b."

5-6 points Sir John Suckling would be
proud.

2-4 points Slime. You probably
cheated to score THAT
high.

0-1 points Why not try for a career in
politics?

LETTER TO CRIBBAGE WORLD
ANOTHER "CAN YOU TOP THIS?"
I have an interesting sequence of r -
ging, resulting in 36 points pegged v -
out pairs!
3-1-2-4-5-6-7-3

Can anyone top this?

Paul B. McClanahan
Columbia, SC



LETTER TO CRIBBAGE WORLD

After writing to you about 28- and 29-
hand odds, I got interested in calculating
other hand odds with the idea in mind of
putting together a short article for CW.
" worked out a simpler algorithm for

mulating odds (probabilities) than I
had used before and discovered that my
earlier figures on the 28-hand are incor-
rect. The corrected odds are as follows:

# ODDS AGAINST
CARDS
DEALT 28 or 29

28-HAND 29-HAND
5 32,487 34,196.842 649,740
6 10,829 11,398.947 216,580

The simplest method of calculating the
28-hand odds is to derive them by sub-
tracting the probability of a 29-hand
from the probability of a 28-or-29-hand,
and the reciprocal is the desired 28-
hands odds. Thus:

1 _ 1 R
10,829 216,580 11,398.947

The ratio of all three odds with 6 or 5
cards dealt is three to one, and the ratio
of 29 to 28-0r-29 odds is 20 to one. I've
reviewed the reason for these ratios and
they are logical, giving me confidence
that I'm using the correct analysis.

I also reviewed my previous calculations
on the odds of getting an 8-7-6-A-A
Raggedy Ann (13 hand) and found errors
in logic that are avoided by my current
method. I'd like to find someone willing
and able to calculate praobabilities as a
r <k on my figures and vice versa. If

hear of such a person, please let me
know -- or ask the question in CW.

Dick Cornwell
Sunnyvale, CA

TRI-CITIES OPEN
MARINETTE, WISCONSIN

Three of the four Grand Masters in the
American Cribbage Congress were
among the 162 players from six states
competing in the 8th Annual Tri-Cities
Open held in Marinette, Wisconsin, on
April 1 and 2. Participating were Tour-
nament Director Robert "Mick"
Michaelis of Marinette, Warren Sonder-
icker of Greenfield, Wisconsin, who fin-
ished 5th in the championship event, and
Scott Kogistra of Yankton, South
Dakota, who placed 3rd in the consola-
tion tourney. The ACC's only Lady Mas-
ter, Martha Fingleton of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, was 10th in the championship
playoffs.

Ted Hokenson of Marquette, Michigan,
became Tournament Champion with his 4
games to 2 win over Dave Bartlett of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Ted Kliora of
Waukegan, Ilinois, added to his ACC
Central Region Master Point lead with
his 3rd place victory over local Mari-
nette player Mike Stehlike. Don Tofte
of Madison, Wisconsin, earned the Con-
solation title by edging out Dennis Matt-
son of Kingsford, Michigan. Tom Green
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, won the 10-
game Friday Night Classic, and Ben
Wells of Racine, Wisconsin, topped the
field in the Saturday Night Classic.

Gene "Moose" Biegler of West Bend, Wis-
consin, held a 28 hand in the champion-
ship event, as did ACC Publicity Direc-
tor Bob Julian of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
who also had a 28 hand in the Friday
Night Classic, giving him two in succes-
sive days to go along with a third 28
hand in a match with Tom Green and
Dave Bartlett in Milwaukee on March 186.
Three 28 hands in 16 days, giving him a
career total of 15 -~ some sort of record.

Bob Julian
Director of Publicity & Promotion
Milwaukee, WI



NELSON PENDERGAST HONORED

On March 29 Nelson Pendergast was a
guest at the American Legion, Depart-
ment of New York State, legislative
breakfast at the Albany Hilton Hotel.
The speaker, Lt. Governor Stanley Lun-
dine, acknowledged Nelson's 39,521 vol-
untary hours conducting cribbage tourna-
ments at the Albany VA Hospital.: The
Lt. Governor also revealed that his mid-
dle name is Nelson, but he didn't use it
because the previous governor was a
Nelson, you know who!

1992 GRAND NATIONAL

The American Cribbage Congress is
seeking a site for its 1992 Grand
National. Please note that the 1992
Grand National is scheduled to be held in
the Central Region. As outlined in the
December 1988 CRIBBAGE WORLD,
interested individuals are required to
present a preliminary request at one of
the meetings of the Board of Directors
this year. Any member of the ACC who
is interested in acting as tournament
director and hosting the 1992 Grand
National should contact me for details.

Syl Lulinski
Executive Vice President
LaGrange Park, IL

LETTER TO CRIBBAGE WORLD
RESPONSE TO PATRICK WARD

The game of cribbage has an element of
luck during the entire game. Singling
out one part would only disturb the sim-
plicity of play that allows players to
show their quickness and knowledge of
strategy. N

I have enjoyed the game for at least 50
years with the rules undisturbed and
never an argument over them. "If it
ain't broke, don't fix it."

RESPONSE TO NICK POND

I have had the honor of creating the
annual "Notice of Reunion" for the 459th
Bomb Group (Heavy). I have developed a
data base of 366 address blocks to major
newspapers around the .country. Each
year 1 will update the currency of the
notice and bulk mail to them.

Now, Nick has an excellent idea. I hope
we can find the "trigger" that will make
it effective. In that effort, would my
data base be of any use? Or, as a
parallel effort, use this route just to
spread the word?

Let me know; 121s to you.

Ross P. McKinney
Austin, TX

WORD’S GETTING ‘ROUND.

CRIBBAGE

This is the ULTIMATE cribbage board! Made of beautiful "MONKEY
POD” wood — 14%" in diameter by 1'%" thick. The solid grained wood
with oifed finish is so attractive, you'll want to display it! 3 start-to-
finish tracks, card slot and peg storage.

NEW LOW PRICE T8 ACC MEMBERS! Boarc with pegs: $76. plus S7 shipping &
handiing. (Non-member price: $87. plus $7. shipping & handling.) 8 extra pegs:
4. pkg. CA res. add 6% sales tax. Money-back guarantee.

CALL 1-800-533 CRIB

- (Pacific Time 8 AM-5 PM}. In CA. call {209) 795-2942
VISA

P.O.Box 42, Arnold, CA 95223



TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS COLUMN

Scott Kooistra has asked for input for
the formulation of a new set of Tourna-
ment Requirements and Guidelines.

How many games should be played? In a
one-day tournament? One-day tourna-
ments are not the order of the day in the
Southeast area, so I don't feel I am in a
asition to comment. In a two-day tour-

ament? A format of 20 games gives a
workable schedule for the lunch break
(after 10 games) and the end of the
qualifying round. Round of 32 or 64 can
be played on Saturday evening. The
format could be either one game against
20 different opponents with everyone
except the anchor moving one seat to
the right, or two games against 10 dif-
ferent opponents with the odd-numbered
players remaining seated, and the even-
numbered players moving to the right.
The latter makeup is preferred by some
because it enhances the fluidity of play;
the deal should alternate.

Consolations should remain at 9 games,
10 at the most. This would allow non-
qualifiers an early start for home, if a
long drive is in order, or give non-quali-
fiers a final go at it in a Last Gasp
tournament of 9 games with no elimina-
tion.

What percentage should qualify? One
out of four has been the acceptable
method for qualifying, and I feel that
everyone who qualifies (one out of four
or_mere) should cash a minimum of $20.
If you qualify one out of four, why limit
awards to one out of eight?

How many games should be played in the
playoffs? Two out of 3 in rounds of 32
or more; 3 out of 5 in rounds of 16 and B;
4 out of 7 in the semi-finals and finals.

I feel that the important thing is to have
all the pertinent points spelled out in
detail in the tournament "flyer"
announcing the event. Besides the areas
touched on above, other important
facets that should be listed are: Pay-
backs on Q-Pools, prorated or equal
shares; muggins, yea or nay; skunks, do
you record a -1 or a O for a loss; skunks
in playoffs, do they count as one game or
two?

Other areas: main event should return a
minimum of 85% of entry fee (after
deducting the Saturday lunch charge and
the sanction fee). Secondary events
should return 100%. Is the Jumbo
Bicycle the official deck of cards?
Should new decks be used in qualifying
and/or playoff rounds? Re: tardiness; |
feel it is very unfair to disqualify a
player from a tournament for being five
minutes late for the opening round in the
morning or after lunch. Tardiness pen-
alty as listed in the current rules in
Section VIIIb should apply in the qualify-
ing round also. Score 10 points. At the
completion of the last game of any
event, players should total their cards
down to the spread points, exchange
cards with their final opponents, audit
each other's cards, and one player should
turn BOTH cards to the official score-
keeper (this would reduce the traffic
around the auditor's table).

One last offering: I feel that after
finalizing the Tournament Guidelines and
Requirements, a semblance of uniform-
ity can be attained only by discarding
the "grandfather clause."

Albert L. Odom
Cayce, SC

NATIONAL TEAM TOURNAMENT

The fourth annual National Team Cham-
pionship will be held on Sunday, June 4,
1989, in North Windham, Connecticut.
This year's event will be open to three-
player teams. It is anticipated this
change will increase the number of

teams participating. This is not a sanc-
tioned event, and no Master Points can
be awarded. Entry fee is $105 per
person, with a winner-take-all purse.
Contact Joe Seigle, 825 Flanders Road,
Coventry, CT 06238, 203-742-7234.



TOURNAMENT RESULTS

OREGON STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Prineville, Oregon
February 25-26, 1989

Main

1. Ray Hanes
2. Gene Sissel
3. Otto Bartholow
4. Mitch Bourland

Director:

Consolation

1. Harold Buckley
2. Dale Brandon
3. Frank Symons
4, Mike Sears

Main

1. Jim Angell
2. Butch Reynolds S. Maria, CA
3. Mary Cornwell
4. Joe Kawiaka

Joe Nelson
Number of Entries: 310/178

MP
Walla Walla, WA 350
Baker, OR 322
Baker, OR 304
Prineville, OR 291

MP
Anchorage, AK 109
Bend, OR 95
Madras, OR 86

Prineville, OR 80

FAIRFIELD TOURNAMENT

Fairfield, California
March 11, 1989
Director: George M. Halterman

Concord, CA

Sunnyvale, CA
San L.orenzo, CA 107

Number of Entries: 126/--

MP
166
138
120

The Master Points listed in the Tourna-
ment Results are correct to the best of

our knowledge.

The final authority for

accuracy of both the names and points

NORTHWEST OPEN
Baker, Oregon
March 10-12, 1989
Director: Rob Palmer
Number of Entries: 128/98

Main
1. Joe Dunn Everett, WA
2. D. Jampolsky  Baker, OR

3. Del.ynn Colvert Missoula, MT

4.B. Van Orsow Redmond, OR
Consolation
1. Bill Dunn Prineville, OR

2. B. Saueressig
3. Ed Edwards
4. Tommy Sissel

Richland, WA
Boise, ID
Baker, OR

PALMETTO CLASSIC
Columbia, South Carolina
March 10-12, 1989
Directors: Al Odom & Ford Weeks
Number of Entries: 92/50

Main

1. Bob Gombatz
2. Luis Lizarribar
3. Dan Samonsky
4. Ford Jewer

Raleigh, NC
Martinez, GA
Augusta, GA
Warwick, RI

Consolation

1. W. Rakestraw
2. Russ Perkins
3. Earl Luton

Reidsville, NC
Bear Creek, NC
Eliz. City, NC

rests with Statistician Bob McCabe and %+ Rich Corbin Raleigh, NC
Tournament Commissioner Syl Lulinski.
BEKEN CRAFT
PEG COLORS CRIBBAGE BOARDS
Cutom A e IN THESE SHAPES:
Choice of Many Colors
Red Light Green @ Hearts — $39.95
Black Gold ® Clubs - $39.95
Dark Blue Silver ® Spades — $39.95
Light BLue Brass ® Diamonds — $39.95
Dark Green Pink KEN &
BETTY CAPPER
PEGS CASES (503) 567-5145
300 W Herm A
$7.00 APAIR  $2.00 EACH Hermiston, OR 07838
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Te8
140
122
109

Mp
69
55
46
40



TOURNAMENT RESULTS

WARREN SWETT MEMORIAL
Crystal Lake, Illinois
March 10-12, 1989

SOUTH SHORE OPEN
Randolph, Massachusetts
March 19, 1989

Director:

John Swett

Number of Entries: 120/62

ain
1. B. Atkinson
2. Ray Boesel
3. Leo Lawrence
4. M. Fingleton

Consolation

1. Dan Hemmeter
2. Ken Capodagli
3. Larry Rowley

MP
N. Chicago, 1. 160
Glen Beulah, WI 132
West Allis, WI 114
Milwaukee, WI 101
MP

Milwaukee, W1 51
Bensenville, I 37
Fitchburg, WI 28

Director: George E. Webb
Number of Entries: 196/98

Main

1. Dave Proctor
2. Al Miller

3. Brenda Galvin
4. Harry Palmer

Consolation

1. Allen Smith

2. Leo Kelliher
3. Paul Gallagher

E. L'meadow, MA
Nashua, NH
Springfield, MA
Springfield, MA

Cranston, R1
Pembroke, MA
Avon, MA

4. Ted Kliora Waukegan, IL 22
WESTERN NEW YORK OPEN
Hamburg, New York
March 11-12, 1989
Director: Shamus O'Connor
Number of Entries: 35/14
Main MP
1. Joe Angelo Eggertsville, NY 35
2. R. Schurkus E. Amherst, NY 27
3. L. McCormick Buffalo, NY 19
4. Ed Marso Buffalo, NY 11
Consolation MP
1. D. McCormick Buffalo, NY 7
2. Richard Bett Lackawanna, NY 3

3. J. Cannizzaro
4. Wm. Kratz

Hamburg, NY

Niagara Falls, NY --

4, Tom Army Sutton, VT

CAPITAL CITY TOURNAMENT
St. Paul, Minnesota
March 17-19, 1989

Director: Ron Hamilton
Number of Entries: 136/94

Main

1. Lloyd Kraft

2. H. Schultz

3. Mick Michaelis

Seymour, WI
B'klyn Ctr.,MN
Marinette, WI

4. Dick Cossack Ltl. Canada, MN
Consolation

1. Tim Hagberg St. Paul, MN

2. Chuck Mokres  St. Paul, MN

3. Jerry Gruber Minneapolis, MN
4. Tom Hagen Oakdale, MN

CRIBBAGE
A

New

Concept

f——x

]

VA

Joka b Chumben

“THE BEST BOOK ON CRIBBAGE”

John E. Chambers

NATIONAL CRIBBAGE TOURNAMENT, JUDGE
AMERICAN CRIBBAGE CONGRESS, DIRECTOR
RHODE ISLAND CRIBBAGE ASSQC., PRESIDENT

* The Chamber’s System of Board Strategy
* New Ch an Off and Defe
* Original Chapters on Discard and Play
¢ Chardes Cotton's original 1694 Description uof Cribbage
® Tips on Improving Your Game

‘¢ Posinons

“Revised & Enlacged 2nd Edition”

To Order Your Copy Send a Check or Money Oeder for $5.95 to:
John E. Chambers, 46 Ivy Street, Providence, Rl 02906
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LETTER TO CRIBBAGE WORLD

Although I haven't played cribbage for
over 20 years, I was recently brought
back into the fold. Since Christmas I
have participated in the Grass Roots
group in Raleigh, North Carclina. And
since I enjoy playing cribbage again (or,
as Kathy Perkins would say, "hooked"), I
have participated in a couple of tourna-
ments. One was the Palmetto in Colum-
bia, South Carolina, where Al Odom put
on a real nice affair; the second was in
the Southern Pines N.C. Open, where
Howard Baum and Jay Dejaynes really
put on a show.

Since it was about an hour's distance
from home, [ decided to play in the
Friday Night Special, go home, and then
return the next morning for the main
tournament. Unfortunately, I left my
car lights on while playing crib, and
when 1 wanted to go home, the car
didn't. I returned to the Sheraton at
Southern Pines to find someone I knew
fairly well. Remember, I had met a lot
of great people since Christmas, but [
was a little embarrassed to walk up to
someone asking for such a favor as jump
starting my car.

Well, anyway, 1 was asking around for
help, and this one guy stepped forward
and said, "Sure, what do you need? A
jump? No problem," and laughed. 1 was
extremely grateful for, you see, I hadn't
brought a change of clothes nor enough
maoney to rent a room at the Sheraton,
which was full anyway.

To my embarrassment I had to return

one more time to ask for another jump
start for my car. The same person, Jim
Hartley, said, "What? You need another
jump?  Sure, no problem!" But the
problem wasn't the battery, it was the
alternator. The car wouldn't start, it
was 10:30 p.m., and 1 wanted to die.
But, Big Jim was there again; he gave
me a key to his room where there was -~
extra bed, and he said ... you guesset
"Sure, no problem."

Jim is also a member of the Grass Roots
club in Raleigh, where we play at Ber-
nard's, and [ have played several games
against him; I just didn't think he knew
who I was. By the way, Jim Hartley is
the only two-time winner of the National
Open here in Raleigh.

The point I'm trying so hard to make
here is not only "Thank God" for people
like Jim Hartley, but I would be willing
to wager that if I had asked any other
cribbage player, the response would have
been the same. It seems cribbage brings
out the best in people. I've never
laughed so much while being killed in a
game; cribbage is a nice form of a
disease in that it binds together all sorts
of people in a united cause; have fun,
joke a lot, and try to win.

My hat goes off, naturally, to all the Jim
Hartleys out there. Maybe he won't
skunk as bad the next time we play --
but I won't count on it.

Ray St. Michel
Cary, NC

FEEESEERBASERESEEOR SRR FELEETEERRNEERENCELEOSERTRELANCETERNEREESESEESBELEN

CRIBBAGE MASTER New!

New!

++. for IBM PC-compatible computers

Play standard game—pegging, hand, crib, realistic board—or select from other
play options. Ex.: You can specify a deal for analysis or request random deals for
practice, and Discard Query/Master determines best discards—and your discarding
“effectiveness ratio”—by using probability analysis. Excellent feedback. Seen at
the 1985 Nat’l Open, Raleigh. See 1986 Grand Nat'l (Minn.,,MN) program. The
best-selling cribbage program nationwide is now even better!

o Game Challenge
o Solitaire

@ Discard Query
o Discard Master

o Duplicate

Terrific graphies in color or monochrome! For beginners or experts. Satisfaction
or money back. $498.95. NEW VERSION! Current owners: Write for update info.

SILVERSOFT 2150 Spruceway Lane Ann Arbor, MI 48103

(313) 994-5398 eve.

EEEERFBERUSOEEREEHTESEE SR EFELTIBENSSERLELEEESESREEEREESLECECIRLEEREENESENS
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LETTER TO CRIBBAGE WORLD

It gives me great pleasure to nominate
Al and Anne Dinwoodie of Slocum,
Rhode Island, as Mr. & Mrs. Cribbage for
1989-90. 1 have not met, nor can I
imagine a more deserving couple for this
prestigious honor.

Al is not only a very popular person but a
_most  proficient player, consistently
nked among the top players in the
suntry. He is also a co-director of the
very successful Miller Lite Cribbage
Classic and is currently serving on the
American Cribbage Congress National
Board of Directors. Al is a very outgo-
ing type person and always lends a help-
ing hand at many other tournaments,
without being asked. 1 consider him to
be a goodwill ambassador for the game
of cribbage, constantly promoting tour-
nament participation and recruiting new
ACC members. In fact, it was Al who
introduced me to tournament cribbage,
and for that I will always be grateful.

Anne, on the other hand, while not a
player, per se, does more in helping
other directors run their tournaments
than any person whom I can think of.
Without her untiring efforts and assist-
ance, many directors would not be able
to participate in their own tournaments.
I feel that her help often goes unnoticed
and unappreciated. It's time for her to
be recognized for her countless hours in
making so many tournaments run so

@ FULLY (LLUSTRATED

smoothly. It's a thankless job, answering
so many questions and handling so many
complaints with a diplomatic and pleas-
ant manner. We all owe her a great
deal, and I feel that this award would be
most deserving.

Please pass this nomination on to the
Board of Directors for its consideration.

George E. Blessing
Narragansett, RI

AN EVEN GREATER LEAD

PONE CRIB DEALER
K-Q-9-4 5-5-5-3 4-4-4-6
Right 5 cut

The play:

9 6 (15-2)

4(19) 4 (23-2)

Go 4 (27-6)

K-Q (20-1) 4 (31-14)

Peg 1 Peg 24

Hand 21

Hand 4 Crib 29

5 74

Differential 69

Dan Barlow Lee Norris
Durham, NC N. Kingston, RI

YUP... $9.95

® 8018 COATED STOCK A MONTANA ART/IST 2 for $16

@ 7 FULL PAGE

COLOR PLATES WORA’EDZO YfﬂRs (postpaid)

®10"x 8"

MONEYBACK

® 148 PAGES o PREPARING THIS BO0OK/ GUARANTEE

© PERFLCT BOUND

v AL BLUE,
¢ ‘;?JBY RED COVER

playwianing -

CRIBBAGE N

. CRIBBAGE

- play winning

Written, illustrated by DeLynn Colvert
4—time All-American, Grand Master

~2— USA’s 1986 No. 1 ranked player




CHALLENGE CRIBBAGE SOLITAIRE

-Many readers will be familiar with one
form of cribbage solitaire. In that game,
the player deals himself six cards, two at.
a time, and the crib two cards, one at a
time. After discarding to the crib and
cutting the starter, the player plays his
hand, scoring as he goes. He then scores
his hand and the crib. Then he deals six
more cards to himself and two to the
crib, as before, except that one of the
six cards is the previous starter. After
six such deals, the deck is depleted. If
the player has scored 121 points or more,
he wins.

Following is a mew form of cribbage
solitaire. Shuffle and deal a row of four
cards face up. Then deal a second row
of four cards, without restriction as to
which column a card is placed in. Then
deal four more rows in the same manner.
You will now have four columns of six
cards each. Remove from each column
two cards. Match these pairs of cards in
any manner so as to create two hands of
four cards each. Note that the two
cards removed from each column may
not be separated. You now have six
hands of four cards each, the four col-
umns reduced from six to four cards
edch and the two hands created by
matching pairs. Now turn face up the
25th card. Using this card as your
starter, count each of the six hands. The
two hands formed by pairing are scored
as cribs, the other four hands are scored
as hands. Of course, if the starter is a
jack, it scores two points.

Finally, add all of these points together
and then shuffle and deal one more time.
Add your scores from the two deals; if
you score 121 or more, you win:
Variations

1. After the first deal, simply discard

the first 25 cards and have the sec-
ond deal come from the remainder of
the pack. This variant places a pre-
mium on remembering what was dis-
carded.

2. Play duplicate style. Have one per-
son play as above and announce. the
cards one by one while one or r
other players play the announced
cards without looking at anyone else's
hand. At the end of two deals,
compare scores; highest score wins.

Your author has found that this is a
considerably more challenging game than
the traditional form of cribbage sali-
taire. He hopes that others will also find
it so.

Row Col.1 Col.2 Col.3 Col4
1 CJ 7 S6 s8
2 Dlo(2) D8(1) DK(3) HW&
3 8@ C7(3 s8I HI(&
4 S10(3) D7(1) D5(2) DA(4)
5 HK(3) S4(4) D4(2) He(
6 S5(4) S3(3) HAQW D2(2)

Discard HK and S5 from Column 1 and
combine with HQ and SJ from Column 3.
Discard S4 and S3 from Column 2 and
combine with D2 and DA from Column 4.
The starter is SK. Column 1 is 10;
Column 2 is 12; Column 3 is 11; Column
4 is 8. The crib composed of discards
from Columns 1 and 3 is 17; the other
crib is 8. Total score: 66.

David C. Warheit
San Jose,

Tournaments cannot be sanctioned and
held on the same weekend if they are
within 400 miles of one another.

14



A RESPONSE

Jed Deppman's letter to CW (March
1989) appears to indicate that he is
either defending his style of play or that
he, in desperation, is attempting to
escape the trap in which he finds him-
self.

In 1950, after more than 20 years and
* 3 of thousands of games of cribbage,

_roup of avid players, including me,
were discussing various strategies of the
game, with offense and defense as the
principal topic. I decided at this time to
put that topic to rest by maintaining a
fairly accurate record on the results of
some 1,500 games against 7 to 10 men
with various styles of play.

While playing against equally aggressive
players, 23 to 27 points were earned by
each player through pegging alone.
While playing against known defensive
players, rarely did the offense score
more than 18 points. At the same time,
however, the defense seldom scored
more than 13 points during a game.

While granting this is by no means a
scientific measure of one versus the
other because each player was well
known to the other, there is strong indi-
cation that, in the main, offense is the
best defense.

Jed's defense of defense does have its
place in some situations, but to rely on
defense alone will surely lead to an early
demise.

Having played against and been beaten
by consistently successful cribbers, I can
assure you that they are offensive type
players and never, except in desperation,
rely on luck.

Needless to point out, if you have a
choice between luck and skill, choose
luck; but if you do not have that luxury,
develop a method that will dictate the
course of the hand to your advantage.
That is offense, one of the evils you
spoke of. I love it.

Come out of that shell, Jed, and give
offense a whirl. You will find the game
far more exciting and, beyond that, more
rewarding.

Omer Bolduc
Salinas, CA

NINETY YEARS YOUNG
Want a 29 hand? Easy!!

Play cribbage for 85 years, travel across
country from Yountville, California, to
Boston; the rest is automatic.

Congratulations to Duncan Thomson,
who received his first 29 hand at the
Boston Cribbage Classic. It was a great
thrill to him and to everyone in atten-
dance; the popular gentleman received a
standing ovation,

Larry Samet
Wellesley Hills, MA

Cribbage Software To Win!
Applications Plus, Inc., developer of the "Play & Learn to Win Series” of
gambling software, introduces..CRIBBAGE, the first in a new series of popular strategy
games for your personal computer. Play against the computer using these features:

« Single or multiple games
» Cribbage terminology ~ + Exercise on hand evaluation -6Tgr.121po¢'m s
« Explanation of sconing ~  Options for 2, 3, or 4 players  + Retains personal playing history
Available a your favarite software store - $19.95
Sl or3 1" - Requires DOS 2.0, 128K CGA graphics.
IBMAI;‘:;“MM equires D ﬁmml&w'
15 Applications Plus, Inc. « PO. Box 24293 St Paul, MN 55124 « (612)432-5560

+ Introduction o the game  » Strasegy of the game
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THE TOURNAMENT TRAIL
1989

May 19-21, Snake River Open

Eagles Hall #2134, 222 Bower Avenue, Nyssa, Idaho. Entry fee: $32. Early
Birds, Q-Pools, Saturday Night Special, Consolation, Last Chance.

Contact: Michelle Park, P.O. Box 968, Lolo, MT 59847, 406-273-6875.

May 20, Cupertino Kiwanis Tournament

Cupertino Recreation Center, Voss ‘Avenue and Foothill Boulevard, Cuperting,
California. Entry fee: $45. Coffee, doughnuts, lunch.

Contact: Louis L. Delu, 22273 Cupertino Road, Cupertino, CA 95014, 408-
253-4645 (a charitable event to benefit the Kiwanis Club).

May 21, The Connecticut Championship

Ukrainian Hall, Route 66, North Windham, Connecticut., Entry fee: $40.
Coffee, doughnuts, Q-Pools, lunch, Consolation.

Contact: Carl Bard, 208 East Middle Turnpike, Manchester, CT 06256, 203~
646-8709.

May 26-28, Oregon's Coastal Classic

Elks Hall, 1907 Third Street, Tillamook, Oregon. Entry fee: $28. Early Bird,
Q-Pools, Consolation, Last Chance.

Contact: Kate and John Furler, 924 SW 16th Avenue, #201, Portland, OR
97205, 503-228-3664.

June 9-11, Cascade Classic

American Legion Hall, 704 S.W. 8th, Redmond, Washington. Entry fee: $36.50
(entries close on 6/2). Q-Pools, Consolation.

Contact: Bill Becker, 18125 3rd Avenue, RR 2, Bend, OR 97701, 503-389-
2442,

June 9-11, Milwaukee Challenge Tournament

Alonzo Cudworth American Legion Post #23, 1756 N. Prospect Avenue,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Early Bird, coffee, (3-Pools, Saturday Night Special,
Consolation, Last Chance.

Contact: Martha Fingleton, 1526 N. Jackson, Milwaukee, WI 53202, 414-272-
8778.

June 10, Ed's Teeny Tiny Tourney

Congregational Church, West Remington at South Bernardo, Sunnyvale, Cali-
fornia. Entry fee: $10. Snacks, lunch, Consolation.

Contact: Ed Bloom, 22150 Wallace Drive, Cupertino, CA 95014, 408-245-9777.

June 10-11, Sertoma Classic

Elk's Club, 3690 South Jason, Englewood, Colorado. Entry fee: $35. Coffee,
doughnuts, Consolation, Sunday Pairs Tournament.

Contact: Dick Graham, 300 East Hampden, Englewood, CO 80110, 303-781-
7854.

June 11, Miller Lite Classic III

Club LeFoyer, 151 Fountain Street, Pawtucket, Rhode Island. Entry fee:
$42.50. Saturday Night Doubles, coffee, juice, doughnuts, Q-Pools, lunch,
trophies, door prizes, Consolation.

Contact: George Blessing, 909 Boston Neck Road, Narragansett, RI 02882
401-789-1199 (business) or 401-789-2321 (home).
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THE TOURNAMENT TRAIL
1989

June 30, July 1-2, Independence Day Open

The Sands Hotel & Casino, 3rd & Arlington, Reno, Nevada. Entry fee: $46.50.
Early Bird, Q-Pools, Consolation.

Contact: Bill & Dorthalee Irons, 333 K So., Sparks, NV 89431, 702-358-4916.

July 8-9, LLewis & Clark Classic

Yankton Inn, E. Highway 50, Yankton, South Dakota. Entry fee: $55. Early
Bird, Q-Pools, Saturday Night Special, Consolation, Last Chance.

Sontact: Scott Kooistra, 906 Mulberry, Yankton, SD 57078, 635-665-8016.

July 16, Maine Open

Verrillo's Restaurant, Exit 8, Maine Turnpike, Westbrook, Maine. Entry fee:
$40. Q-Pools, Consolation.

Contact: Ruth Nielsen, 238 East Bridge Street, Westbrook, ME 04092, 207-
854-2028.

July 29-31, The National Open

North Raleigh Hilton & Towers, Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, North Carolina.
Entry fee: $65. Coffee, Q-Pools, Saturday lunch, Consolation, Loser's losers,
Last Chance.

Contact: Nick Pond, P.O. Box 12800, Raleigh, NC 27605, 919-890-6064.

August 4-6, Bill Mitchell Memaorial 1V

VFW Hall, 810 H Street, Crescent City, California. Entry fee: $40. Early
Bird, coffee, doughnuts, Q-Pools, Team Tournament, Consolation, Last
Chance.

Contact: Dan Mitchell, 1833 Adams Avenue, Crescent City, CA 95531, 707-
464-5319.

August 6, Great Plains Summer Classic
Airport Inn, Cornhusker Highway, Lincoln, Nebraska. Entry fee: $15.
Contact: Jack Wunderlich, 2821 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68503, 402-477-2900.

August 11-13, Belle City Classic

Holiday Inn, 5125 6th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin. Entry fee: $45. Early
Bird, lunch, Q-Pools, Saturday Night Special, Consolation, Last Chance.
Contact: Don Wrzesinske, 8624 Westminster Drive, Sturtevant, WI 53177, 414-
886-6360.

August 12, Fairfield Semi-Annual Tournament

Fairfield Senior Center, 1200 Civic Center Drive, Fairfield, California. Entry
fee: $46. Breakfast, Saturday Morning Doubles, lunch.

Contact: George Halterman, 3410 Astoria Circle, Fairfield, CA 94533, 707-
425-4343,

A\ugust 18-20, Redwood Classic Open

<1 Rancho-Tropicana Motel, 2200 Santa Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa, California.
Entry fee: $45 ($52 non-ACC members). Early Bird, coffee, Q-Pools,
Consolation.

Contact: Marion Hawley, 978 Eleanor Avenue, Rohnert Park, CA 94928, 707~
585-1577.

August 25-27, New England Championship

Ramada Inn, Route 20 (Bradley International Airport exit), Windsor l.ocks,
Connecticut. Entry fee: $40. Early Bird, coffee, Q-Pools, Saturday Night
Special, Consolation, Last Chance.

Contact: Ed Law, 79 Wildwood Glen, Longmeadow, MA 01106, 413-567-7400,
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GRASS ROOTS
ON THE

Five Grass Roots clubs have been char-
tered since early March and have started
play in this hometown cribbage competi-
tion.

San Diego Club #79 started play March
7, extending the program to the Mexican
border. Pegasus Club #80 was formed in
Juneau, Alaska, with James H. Bouschor
directing the program. It is the first
club in Alaska.

The Monterey, California, Club, which
was functioning independently, was
awarded a charter at the request of
Joseph L. Lusignan. The club took over
#81.

L.eaders who are contemplating forming
clubs should do so right now to get

PROGRAM
ROLL

experience and to develop a solid mem-
bership base to start the new season,
which begins September 1. The present
season ends June 30, and new clubs have
the opportunity to double up their meet-
ings to receive national ratings.

The Third Annual WNational Sectional
Tournament is winding down, and
secretaries are urged to send L. _
reports to headquarters promptly. A few
officers are still slow in mailing their
weekly reports.

For Grass Roots information, contact
Jerry Dickinson, Box 126, Mt. Horeb, WI
53572, 608-437-5295.

Jerry Dickinson
Commissioner

LETTER TO CRIBBAGE WORLD

The April CRIBBAGE WORLD included a
letter from Helen E. Bossard about con-
sidering Nelson Pendergast for the ACC
Cribbage Hall of Fame. 1 hope he gets
BOD support for the reasons stated in
the letter. It is a great honor, but so are
2,000+ tournaments.

I first saw Nelson's name in a CRIBBAGE
WORLD when I first became a member
and asked him if he wanted some round
cribbage boards that I manufacture that
were damaged. The damage is slight,

but they're not salable. He had a group
of blind players and wanted round boards
because they are somewhat like a Braille
clock; he is a smart man.

We've corresponded over the years, and I
did talk with him once. 1 feel as if I
know him. Most of all, I want to support
what he is doing and ! support the Hall of
Fame consideration.

Glenn H. Voelz
Maywood, IL

SOLID BRASS & STEEL
CRIBBAGE PEGS
o - 3 Brass & 3 Steel Pegs (size: 1158 x316)
o - Packed In A Clear Resealable Case

= — Bulk Orders Available On

Request

o~ $4.50 Per Pack,(Pl)us $.50 per pack

shipping & handling

Order From: REN Corporation »
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THE BEST OF BARLOW - REVISITED

CRIBBAGE CORNER

PEGGING POINTERS
Dan Barlow

It seems that the pegging game should be '

*-o one aspect of cribbage in which the

ert has a clear advantage over the
wmcermediate player. Luck should be
equal, and no one should have trouble
figuring out which cards to throw to the
crib. But if you've ever done any kibitz-
ing at a tournament, you've undoubtedly
seen people make some pretty strange
tosses. [, myself, have thrown away
many tournament games by tossing the
wrong cards.

Needing a dozen to go out, with first
count, in a crucial tournament game, I
was once dealt 2-3-4-8-10-K. I kept 2-3-
4-10, which wins if a 2 or a 3 is cut, but [
should have kept 2-3-4-8, which wins on
a 2, 3 or 4 cut. Needless to say, the cut
was a 4, and | pegged nothing.

Here's another boner I pulled in competi-
tion: Needing only three holes to win,
with first count, I was dealt A-3-8-J-J-
Q. Isaved A-3-3-J, which wins on any of
six cuts, or any time I match the suit of
one of my Jacks. Pretty good odds, but
A-8-3-3, 3-8-3-3, A-J-3-Q, and 3-J-J-Q
all win on any of seven cuts, or a match-
ing Jack. Of course, the cut was a 6,
and ! pegged nothing. Had I saved A-8-
J-J; I'd have been a lot happier.

You'll probably say that these mistakes
are forgivable given the pressure and
time constraints of tournament cribbage,
and you may be right. But what would
be unforgivable would be for me to
encounter the same hands in the same

‘ations and make the same mistakes.

not a bad idea to keep a mental or
even written notebook in which you file
away the mistakes you make. The same
hands, situations and decisions do come
up over and over, and if you learn from
your mistakes, you'll continue to
improve,

Here are a few items from my own file.
10-Q is better than Q-K. When throwing
to your crib from a hand such as 4-5-6-
10-Q-K, throw 10-Q, not Q-K. True,
either way you need a Jack to form a
run, but 10-Q can form a run and even a
double run without a Jack (8-9-10-10).
Q-K is comparatively useless without a
Jack.

Everyone likes to throw 5s in their cribs,
especially your opponents, but the truth
is that it's rare that he/she can afford to
pitch a 5. The 5 usually goes with more
than one of his/her other cards. Thus,
it's a good idea to give your opponent A-
9, 2-8 or 3-7 and, yes, you can even get
away with 4-6 most of the time;
although I don't recommend it to those
with weak hearts.

Aces, deuces, Queens and Kings don't
form runs as easily as the other cards.
Put them in your opponents' cribs, not
your own. Don't throw away points to
keep from giving an opponent A-2 or Q-
K. Those aren't as dangerous as they
may seem.

A lot of people always break up the
points in bad hands, hoping for a miracle
cut. Most of them would be shocked to
learn how often the best strategy on
these hands is just to save the most

. points possible.
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Dan Barlow is author of the book
"Cribbage for Experts*

*and Future Experts" ($5.00)
and now resides at 4114 Livingstone
Place, Durham, NC 27707.
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"THE BEST SELLER"

BE SHARP! READ THIS BOOK BEFORE YOUR OPPONENT DOES!

HOW TO WIN AT CRIBBAGE

By Joseph P. Wergin
240 Pages + Hard Cover « Official Rules + Expert Plays
Price $7.95 plus $1.00 for shipping
Members may take a $2 discount.
Autographed!
@ A a o
Long Tournament Boards $11 each postpaid

WERGIN DISTRIBUTING COMPANY
Box 5584, Madison, Wi 53705 (608) 231-1626
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